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 Abstract

This study analysed the participation of youth in agricultural activities, as a panacea to restiveness 

in Warri-South LGA of Delta State, Nigeria. A multi-stage sampling procedure was used to select 

160 respondents. Primary data were collected from the respondents through the use of structured 

questionnaire and were analysed using both descriptive and inferential statistics. The results 

showed that youth participated in a wide range of agricultural activities such as fishing (17.06%), 

land preparation (12.32%), cultural practices (11.14%), planting (9.24%), harvesting (6.17%), 

marketing (12.09%), transportation (9.95%). Majority of them (86.25%) belonged to one social 

organization or the other. The mean age of the respondents was 31 years, majority (51.25%) were 

males. There was high degree of literacy among them. Also, no significant relationship existed 

between their level of participation in agricultural activities and age (p > 0.05) and farm size (p > 

0.05). The respondents perceived unstable government policies (98.75%), land tenure system 

(91.25%), lack of capital (86.25%) and inadequate transportation system (88.75%), as the major 

constraints militating against their participation in agricultural activities. The effect of youth 

restiveness in the area included breakdown of law and order (3.89), disruption in educational 

system (3.86), destruction of basic amenities (3.23).  It was recommended that youths should be 

given the right incentives by government to intensify their involvement in agricultural activities. 

Also, social amenities should be provided in the rural areas to encourage the youths to stay back 

and practice full-time farming  
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Introduction

Agricultural production plays a crucial role in inculcating positive values, attitudes, and 

behaviours that would promote  harmonious relationships among the youths. Agriculture also 

helps to ensure that people have access to livelihood that will help them make good income and 

provide food for the nation (Obuh, 2005) .The youth occupy a prominent place in any society and 

isone of the greatest assets any nation can have. Apart from being the leaders of tomorrow, the 

young out-number the middle-aged and the aged (Anasi, 2010). Besides their numerical 
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superiority, youths have energy and ideas that constitute great potentials to the society (Ajufo, 

2013). 
st

Out of the Nigerian population of 194,165,160.million people as at 1  of March, 2018 the youth 

population is more than 60% (World Population Prospect, 2017). The National Youth 

Development Policy in 2001 asserted that: Youths are the foundation of a society. Their energies, 

inventiveness, character and orientation define the pace of development and security of a nation. 

Through their creative talents and labour power, a nation makes giant strides in economic 

development and socio-political attainments. In their dreams and hopes, a nation finds her 

motivation; on their energies, she builds her vitality and purpose and because of their dreams and 

aspirations, the future of a nation is assured. The population and strength of the youths are 

important factors in progressive development of any place.  However, if the youth is manipulated 

to take side with retrogressive tendencies as in the case of restiveness, the outcome is damaging, 

given their population and strength.

Youth restiveness in Nigeria has been a prominent issue in recent times. There has been an increase 

in the occurrence of acts of violence and lawlessness, including things like hostage-taking of 

prominent citizens and expatriate oil workers, as well as oil bunkering, arms insurgence, and 

cultism, especially in the Niger Delta region. Nevertheless, youth restiveness is not a recent 

phenomenon. Various forms of youth restiveness that are economically, politically, or religiously 

motivated have existed for a long time. Elegbeleye (2005) vividly captured the landmark cases of 

youth restiveness in Nigeria. Young people all over the world are a vital and important segment of 

the society in which they live. A disciplined, focused, and law-abiding youth can create a bright 

future for any nation. Conversely, a restive, lawless, indulgent, and violent youth is a great threat to 

a nation's peace and security.

Peter (2013) defined youth restiveness as a sustained protestation embarked upon to enforce a 

desired outcome from a constituted authority by an organised body of youths. It is described as the 

unwillingness to be controlled by the youths because they feel bored and unsatisfied with the 

current status of things involving them specifically or the society to which they belong in general. It 

is also a combination of any action or conduct that constitutes unwholesome, socially unacceptable 

activities engaged in by the youths in any community. It is a phenomenon which in practice, has led 

to a near breakdown of law and order, low productivity due to disruption of production activities, 

increasing crime rate, intra-ethnic hostilities, harassment of prospective developers and investors, 

and other criminal tendencies.
Restiveness among youths globally and those in Nigeria has become a behaviour pattern which has 

degenerated into a tropical global issue. Youth restiveness portrays man's negative side of social 

development. This negative development is rather unfortunate and has become one of the many 

security challenges facing man in the contemporary society. In many occasions, lives and 
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properties worth millions of naira have been lost or vandalized by restive youths. As observed by 

Chukwuemeka and Agbara (2010), human society and, in fact, the entire universe is simply and 

squarely a complex entity. In view of this, individuals and groups have their complexities, needs, 

aspirations, hopes, goals, opinions, views and values which could be social, economic, religious, 

psychological or political. Consequently, there is bound to be restiveness among different groups 

of people especially youths who are at their prime age (Chukwuemeka and Agbara, 2010).It is 

pertinent, therefore to ascertain the place of agriculture in curbing youth restiveness. The study 

analysed  youths' participation in agriculture as a panacea to restiveness in Warri- South Local 

Government Area (LGA) of Delta State, Nigeria.

Methodology

The study was carried out in Warri-South (LGA) of Delta State, Nigeria. Warri is the headquarters of Warri-

south LGA. It is an important seaport in the country and the commercial nerve centre of the State. The area is 

predominantly riverine, with large expanses of mangrove forests and land area of approximately 1,520 

square kilometres. The LGA consists of seventeen communities namely, Ode-Itsekiri, Agbassa, Orugbo, 

Ogunu, Obodo, Igbudu, Omadino, Edjeba, Ijala, Ekurede, Ugbori, Okere, Ikpisan, Ifie-Kporo, Ubeji, 

Ajamimogha and Alders. The population is put at about 213,280 people. It harbours many industrial 

establishments including all the major oil companies operating in Nigeria and is also the seat of the Olu of 

Warri, a major traditional ruler in Delta State of Nigeria. Post Office (2012).

Multistage sampling technique was used to select the sample for the study. Eight communities were 

randomly selected out of the 17 communities in the local government area. Twenty  respondents were 

selected from each of the eight communities to give a total of 160 respondents for the study. Primary data 

were collected using a structured questionnaire. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistical tools, 

which included percentages, frequencies, means, tables and multiple regression analysis.

Results and Discussion

Personal characteristics of the respondents

The result in Table 1 indicated that greater proportion of the respondents (56.25%) fell within the 

age bracket of 30-35 years. Their mean age was 31 years. This implied that they were relatively 

young and economically active in the agricultural sector. This agrees with Agwuet al. (2012) that 

the size of labour force in a country is determined by the number of the people in the age group of 

15-59 years. Also, Chikezieet al. (2012) revealed that majority of youths are at the productive age 

where by their energies could be harnessed and utilized for productive venture in agriculture. 

Therefore, it can be seen that individuals within the ages of 18-40 years are the active segment in 

the production activities of a country. Majority of them were males (51.25%).This meant that 
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males were more involved in agricultural activities in Warri-South Local Government Area than 

females. These findings were consistent with the study by Agwuet al. (2012) that males were fully 

engaged in bush clearing which was the exclusive type of operation reserved for the male gender 

in the study area. This is most likely due to the fact that men are capable of doing more tedious 

work which is usually associated with farming than the females (Muhammad et al., 2009). 

Therefore, the nature of specific activities involved in agriculture makes male youth participate 

more than the females. Majority (33.75%) of the respondents had secondary school education, 

while 23.75% went to the university/polytechnic. Approximately 4% of them did not go to school 

at all. This indicated that most of the respondents were literate and probably aware of the role of 

agriculture in national development. This conforms with Nnadi and Akwizu (2008) that youths' 

participation in agriculture is determined by their age, level of education, marital status, parents' 

income and youth dependence status. Thus, youths generally have greater knowledge acquisition 

propensity (Jibowo and Sotomi, 1996).The results also showed that 36.25% of the respondents 

made between ? 41,000 to ? 60,000 on a monthly basis.  Their mean monthly income was 

? 44,000 which was directly associated with the ability to buy. This association between income 

and ability to buy had previously been reported by Fotiet al.(2007) that high income was 

associated with a greater ability to buy. Also, Man (2007) argued that, even though people's 

general perception towards agriculture was negative, there was still the belief that agriculture had 

the ability to offer a high income provided it was operated in the right way. Majority of the 

respondents (86.25%) belonged to social or cooperative organization while 13.75% did not. This 

showed that majority of the respondents belonged to organizations which had bearing on effective 

farming practices and sharing of knowledge among members. This helped them to interact and 

educate each other. Mgbada (2010) agreed with the above assertion by stating that farmers who 

belonged to social organizations were better informed than those who did not.
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Table 1: Personal characteristics of the respondent 

Sex Frequency Percentage (%) Mean 

Male 82 51.25  
Female 78 48.75  
Total 160 100.00  
Age     
18-23 22 13.75  
24-29 16 10.00  
30-35 90 56.25 31.00 
36 and Above 32 20.00  
Total 160 100.00  
Social organization    
Yes 138 86.25  
No  22 13.75  
Total  160 100.00  
Educational Level    
No Formal Education 06 3.75  
Primary Education 16 10.00  
Secondary Education 54 33.75  
NCE/OND 32 20.00  
B.Sc/HND 38 23.75  
M.Sc 10 6.25  
Ph.D/M.Sc 4 2.50  
Total  160 100.00  

    
1,000 - 20,000 18 11.25  
21,000 - 40,000 54 33.75  
41,000 - 60,000 58 36.25  
61,000 – 80,000 22 13.75 44,000 
81,000 – 100,000 08 5.00  

Total 160 100.00  

Source:  Field Survey Data, 2016. 

Analysis of the Consequences of Youth Restiveness

The result in Table 2 showed that all the respondents believed that youth restiveness had negative 

effects on the society in the following ways: decline in economic activities (3.83), breakdown of 

law and order (3.89), and disruption of the educational system (3.86) Ofuokuet al., (2006) 

corroborated that the consequences of youth restiveness in the rural areas were better understood 

when considered under security, social and economic consequences.

Identification of Agricultural Activities Youths Engaged In.

The result in Table 3showedthat youths in this region mostly engaged in fishing as a source of 

livelihood (17.06%).Also,12.32%ofthem engaged in land preparation for crop production. 

Cultural practices such as; weeding, milking, thinning, manuring were undertaken by 11.14% of 
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Table 2: Distribution of Respondents According to the Effect of Youth Restiveness 
Effect of Youth Restiveness SA A D SD ?? Remark 
Reduction in societal output 102 48 10 1 3.55 Agree 
Destruction of lives and properties 124 16 20 4 3.60 Agree 
Economic decline 142 12 6 1 3.83 Agree 
Tribal wars 142 12 6 3 3.81 Agree 
Pollution of environment 86 66      8 4 3.40 Agree 
Looting of public institution 72 68 20 7 3.06 Agree 
Breakdown of law and order 142 18 - - 3.89 Agree 
Captures national attention 146 8 6 2 3.83 Agree 
Violence 132 16 12 3 3.68 Agree 
Enmity within those in authority 110 30 20 3 3.49 Agree 
Disruption in educational system 148 4 8 1 3.86 Agree 
Societal breakdown 114 28 18 3 3.56 Agree 
Destruction of basic amenities 96 34 30 6 3.23 Agree 

Source:  Field Survey Data, 2016.  
Mean score = 2.50 = Agree 
Mean score < 2.50 = Disagree 

youths. The transportation of farm produce to the market was done by 9.95% of them, while 

12.09% engaged in the marketing of farm produce. This shows that most of the youths were not 

idle, they were gainfully employed by one agricultural production or another. This tends to agree 

with the findings of Adesope (1999), Jibowo and Sotomi (1996) and Roy (2003) who reported 

active involvement of youths in agricultural activities. The implication of this is that what the 

youths needed was the right incentives to improve on production, since the zeal to participate was 

there.

Table 3: Distribution of Respondents According to the Activities they Engage In 
Agricultural Production Activities ***Frequency Percentage (%) 
Land preparation 104 12.32 
Planting 78 9.24 
Cultural practices 94 11.14 
Harvesting 52 6.17 
Hatching 32 3.79 
Brooding 28 3.32 
Milking 14 1.66 
Processing 24 2.84 
Storage and preservation 30 3.55 
Marketing 104 12.09 

Pond making 20 2.37 
Fishing 144 17.06 
Transportation 84 9.95 
Others 38 4.50 
Total 844 100.00 

***Multiple Response 
Source:  Field Survey Data, 2016. 
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Constraints to Youth Participation in Agricultural Production Activities

The result in Table 4 showed the respondents constraints to participation in agricultural activities. 

They agreed that unstable government policies(12.32%), land tenure system (11.39%), 

inadequate transportation system (11.08%) ,lack of capital (10.76%), banks high interest rate 

(9.52%), lack of modern farm tools (9.05%) were the constraints faced. They also agreed that 

unstable government policies were their major constraints. This is in line with Onuekwusi and 

Ottah (2006) that lack of infrastructure and essential inputs hindered youths' participation in 

agriculture and rural development activities.

Table 4: Distribution of Respondents According to Constraints Militating Against Youth 
Participation in Agricultural Production Activities. 
Source: Field Survey Data, 2016. 

***Multiple Responses 

Constraints ***Frequency Percentage (%) 
Lack of capital 138 10.76 
High interest on loans 122 9.52 
Bad road network 46 3.59 
Poor communication network 70 5.46 
Poor extension services 88 6.86 
Lack of modern tools 116 9.05 
Poor marketing system 44 3.43 
Inadequate transportation system 142 11.08 
Unstable government policy 158 12.32 
Lack of storage and preservation facilities 86 6.71 
High cost of agricultural inputs 52 4.06 
Psychological reasons 74 5.77 
Land tenure system 146 11.39 
Total 1282 100.00 

Determinants of Youth Participation in Agricultural Activities

The result in Table 5 showed the four functional forms of multiple regression analysis on the 

determinants of youth participation in agricultural production activities.

The double log function produced the lead equation on the basis of having highest co-efficient of 
2

multiple determination (R ), highest t-ratio and F-value. The coefficient of multiple 
2

determination (R ) was (0.7726) which implied that about 77% of the variations in the level of 

participation in agricultural production activities was accounted for by the joint action of factors 

investigated while the remaining 23% must have been accounted for by the factors not included 

in the model. The coefficient of marital status (3.5246), household size (3.3071), educational 

level (2.9968), farming experience (3.3719) and level of income (3.7029) were statistically 

significant (p < 0.01) which meant that they were important factors determining the level of 

participation of youths in agricultural production activities. This therefore showed that the 
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socio-economic variables were important factors influencing the level of participation in 

agricultural activities.

Table 5: Determinants to

 
Youth Participation in Agricultural Prod uction 

 

Explanatory variables
 

Linear 
function

 Semi-log 
function

 Double-log 
function

 Exponential 
function

 
 

Constant
 

437.5251
 

185.2617
 

137.4833
 

91.4667
  

X1 (Age) 14.1187 2.5031 0.0526  0.0066   
 (-1.0765) (1.1532) (1.2675)  (1.2941)  Accept  

X2
 

(Sex)
 

13.0949
 

3.8521
 

0.0693
 

0.0043
  

 
(-1.0758)

 
(1.2745)

 
(3.2383)

 
**

 
(2.1052)

 
*

 
Reject

 

X3

 

(Marital Status)

 

13.3036

 

7.1164

 

0.0719

 

0.0072

  
 

(1.0298)

 

(1.1833)

 

(3.5246)

 

**

 

(2.3226)

 

*

 

Reject

 
X4

 

(Household Size)

 

19.3645

 

8.1932

 

0.0883

 

0.0088

  
 

(4.3353)

 

**

 

(4.0467)

 

**

 

(3.3071)

 

**

 

(3.3846)

 

**

 

Reject

 X5

 

(Educational Level)

 

-14.6228

 

-3.0142

 

-0.0941

 

-0.0043

  

 

(1.0523)

 

(-1.0179)

 

(-2.9968)

 

**

 

(-1.1621)

 

Reject

 

X6

 

(Farming Experience)

 

10.6282

 

-1.3309

 

-0.0671

 

-0.0082

  

 

(1.1192)

 

(-1.2304)

 

(-3.3719)

 

**

 

(-2.6452)

 

**

 

Reject

 

X7 (Farm Size)

 

-19.3534

 

3.8722

 

0.0593

 

0.0043

  
 

(2.3597)

 

**

 

(3.6309)

 

**

 

(1.4255)

 

(1.3871)

 

Accept

 

X8

 

(Income Level)

 

19.0883

 

0.9713

 

0.0885

 

0.0067

  
 

(2.1085)

 

**

 

(1.1929)

 

(3.7029)

 

**

 

(1.3137)

 

Reject

 

X9(Organizational 
Membership)

 

19.0882

 

4.2268

 

0.0742

 

0.0085

  

 

(1.0609)

 

(1.3615)

 

(2.3482) *

 

(1.0897)

 

Reject

 

R2

 

0.4941

 

0.3817

 

0.7726

 

0.5813

  

F-value

 

9.6002

 

8.5201

 

47.1098

 

19.1217

  

No. of Observation

 

160

 

160

 

160

 

160

  

Source: Field survey, 2016; *= significant at 5 %

 

level, **, significant at 1 % level

 
 

Conclusion 

Youth restiveness in the area was due to excessive degradation of land as a result of exploration 

exercise by multinational companies. The youths were willing and able to participate in 

agricultural activities when government at all levels assist them in acquiring land for agricultural 

purposes.Agiculture can also serve as permanent solution to youth restiveness in the area
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