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Abstract

The study investigated the gender roles among rural households involved in cassava production 

under Growth Enhancement Support Scheme (GESS) in Benue State. Data were collected from 

180 GESS farmers randomly selected from Otukpo, Makurdi and Katisna Ala Local Government 

Areas of Benue State and interviewed using structured interview schedule. Results of the study 

showed that adult male played a dominant role in cassava production in the study area. Major 

source of information available to the farmers were fellow farmers (93.75%), farmers' children 

(68.75%and veterinary doctors/officers (51.25%) The study concluded that cassava production 

is male-dominated and recommended that extension services of public and private institutions to 

be directed to this group of farmers in order to improve the production and productivity of their 

farms.
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Introduction

Besides providing food for the entire nation, the Nigerian agricultural sector has been identified 

as the largest employer of labour with 70 percent of the nation's population involved in 

Agricultural and agro-based activities (Olayide, 1986).

The share of agriculture on the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) declined from over 75 per cent 

prior to independence to about 40 per centt in the 1980s.  Oil accounted for 22 per cent of GDP, 81 

per cent of government revenue and 96 per cent of export earnings Njoku (2000). The over 

dependence of the country on petroleum and imported inputs rendered the agricultural sector 

vulnerable.And The economic/social aspect of the national life became unstable, even as her 

production continues to rise. As the world's population and that of Nigeria are increasing, there is 

an ever increasing demand on agriculture for food to fed the population and provide quality raw 

materials for the industries. Global efforts have so far been insufficient to reach the world food 

summit and related millennium development goal of reducing the number of the hungry by half 

by 2015 (World   Bank (2003).
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Growth Enhancement Support Scheme (GESS) was initiated by the Federal and State 

Governments under the Agricultural Transformation Agenda (ATA) for the provision of 

subsidized inputs to farmers in Nigeria (FRN, 2013). The GES, a special agricultural scheme of 

the Federal and State Governments, is aimed at delivering subsidized farm inputs to farmers and 

facilitating a shift from subsistence to commercial farming. It was designed as a component of the 

ATA of the Federal Government in 2012. . With GES, the government seeks to withdraw from 

direct fertilizer and other inputs purchase and distribution, and introduce an alternative system of 

distribution built on the voucher system. Under the scheme, registered farmers receive e-wallet 

vouchers with which they can redeem fertilizer and seeds from agro-input dealers (Fertilizer 

Suppliers Association of Nigeria (FESPAN), 2012). The GES is a three-year scheme and the first 

cycle was implemented in 2012 ( ).

Adesina (2012) noted that GES is a strategy by the Federal and State Government under the ATA 

to provide subsidized inputs to farmers and ensure that the financial bureden are shared among 

the two levels of Government and farmers. The scheme, according to him, has put paid to the 

unwholesome activities of middle men who, over the years, had been diverting the products to 

neighbouring countries for their selfish end, leaving only 11% of the products for use by the 

Nigerian farmers.

This study, therefore, sought to find out the gender roles in rural households involved in cassava 

productions among GESS farmers.

Specifically, this study was designed to: 

describe the socio-economic characteristics of the respondents determine the gender roles of 

family members in the production of cassava; and identify the sources of agricultural information 

available to farmers.

Methodology 

The study was carried out in Benue State, Nigeria. Benue is made up of 23 Local Goverment 

Areas (LGAs). The population of the study includes all cassava farmers that participated in the 

scheme in Benue State, Nigeria. Multi-stage, purposive and simple random sampling techniques 

were used in selecting a total sample of 180 respondents.

The first stage involved the purposive selection of three LGAs (Makurdi, Otukpo and Katsina-

Ala) that were notable for cassava production activities in the State. In the second stage, three 

communities were purposively selected due to high cassava production activities. This gave a 

total of nine communities.

The third stage involved the selection of 20 farmers from each of the selected communities. 

http://www.tribune.com.ng
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Twenty GES Scheme beneficiaries were selected using simple random sampling. This gave a 

total of 180 farmers that serve as sample size for the study.

Primary data were obtained through the use of questionnaire administered to farmers..

Results and Discussion

Socio-economic characteristics of GESS farmers

Age:

 Table 1 shows that 6.1% of the respondents were within the age category of 21-30 years. 18.3% 

were between 31-40 years, 25.6% were between 40-50 years, while 50.1% of the respondents 

were 60 years and above. The mean age of the respondents was 51 years, showing that there was a 

relatively higher proportion of middle-aged farmers among the cassava farmers in the area. The 

implication was that cassava production in the area was an activity which farmers were actively 

involved in and, therefore, could serve as agents of innovation transfer. 

Educational status: Table 1 showed that 29.4% of the respondents had primary education, 

indicating that farmers in the study area were educated and could use agricultural information 

effectively for higher production and productivity. 

In Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State, majority of the farmers had formal 

education which is considered an advantage since education is generally considered as an 

important variable that enhance farmers' adoption of new practice(Obinne,1991).

Occupation: Table 1 further shows that majority (72.50%) of the respondents were primarily 

engaged in agriculture, although field observation showed that the major emphasis was on crop 

production. This implied that agriculture was the major source of livelihood of the people in the 

study area.

Farm size: Many (55.6%) of the respondents had farm size between three and four ha. 

Years of experience in cassava production: Data on Table 1 also show that 31.3% of the 

respondents had between one and nine years of experience in cassava production. This implied 

that majority of the farmers had experience in cassava production.
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Gender roles in the cassava production in the area.

Data in Table 2 show that the major roles played by adult males in cassava production were 

clearing  of land(85.0%),packing and burning (62.5%),heap making (75.0%), planting 

(62.5%),weeding (71.25%), harvesting(47.50%), marketing of product (81.00%) and record 

keeping (52.5%). Adult males and male children were more prominent in the clearing, heaping 

and record keeping while adult females and female children were prominent  in weeding and 

harvesting and marketing.

The implication of these findings was that although all members of the household were involved 

in cassava production in the area, the enterprise was male-dominated. Thus, adult males should 



Table 1: Socio-economic characteristics of the respondents 

Variable      Percentage  

Sex 

Male      70.6 

Female      29.4 

Age        

21-30      6.1 

31-40      18.3 

41-50      25.6 

51-60      30 

61-70      15.6 

71-80      4.5 

Years of experience  

1-9      31.25 

10-19      43.75 

20-29                  18.75 

30yrs and  above     6.25  

Education Status 

No formal education     24.4 

Primary education     29.4 

Secondary education     23.3 

Tertiary education     22.8 

Primary occupation 

Farming      

Trading       

72.5 

15.00 

Civil service      12.50  

Farm size (ha) 

1-2      35.5 

3-4      55.6 

5-6      7.8 

7-8      1.1 

9-10      0 
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be the major targets of any extension intervention in this regard. A study by Agwu(1999)also 

showed that husbands performed the major tasks and decision-making roles in pig production in 

Udi-LGA of Enugu State.



Table 2: Percentage distribution  of respondents  by their perception of gender roles in cassava production 
(N=180)  

Role performed
 

AM
 

only

 

AF
 

only

 

C
 

only

 

 

AM/AF
 

jointly

 

AM/MC
 

jointly

 

AF/FC

Jointly

AM/FC/C

Jointly 

Land

 

preparation

 

85.00

 

2.50

 

0.00

 

8.75

 

0.00

 

0.00

 

3.75

Packing g and burning 

 
Ridging

 

21.25

 

3.75

 

0.00

 

2.50

 

62.50

 

0.00

 

10.50

75.00

 

2.50

 

0.00

 

13.75

 

6.25

 

0.00

 

2.50

Planting 

 

Weeding 

 

62.50

 

26.25

 

0.00

 

0.00

 

10.00

 

0.00

 

1.25

1.25

 

71.25

 

0.00

 

6.25

 

12.50

 

0.00

 

8.75

Harvesting 

 

1.25

 

2.50

 

30.00

 

10.00

 

1.00

 

8.75

 

47.50

Marketing of product

 

6.25

 

81.00

 

1.25

 

10.00

 

2.50

 

0.00

 

0.00

Record keeping 

 

52.50

 

2.50

 

0.00

 

11.25

 

1.00

 

0.00

 

0.00

AM=Adult male

 

;AF=Adult female=children;

 

MC=male children;

 

FC=female children

 

Sources of information available to farmers on cassava production

Table 3 shows the respondents sourced their major information from family members 

(97.8%).Anyanwu et al.(2002) reported that women  farmers in Orumba North Local 

Government Area of  Anambra State received their farm information from non- professional 

interpersonal sources (husbands, neighbors, friend, relations and other farmers) more  often than 

from mediated and professional interpersonal sources. However, Ekumankama (2000) opined 

that agricultural information from such sources might be wrong and/ or obsoletes especially if 

they are not well informed on appropriate agricultural practices and techniques.
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Table 3 Percentage distribution of respondents by sources of information (N =180)  

Sources Information 

Family members  

Friends 
Community association meeting 

Community leaders 

State
  
Ministry of Agriculture

 
Mobile phone

 

Percentages 

 97.8 

95.0 
93.9 

92.8 

92.2
 

88.9
 

*Multiple responses 



Conclusion

         The study established that cassava production in Benue State was a male-dominated 

enterprise. The major sourcess of information on cassava production available to farmers were 

family members, friends, and community association meetings. This suggests the need for 

intensified extension service of public and private institutions to be directed to this group of 

farmers in order to improve the production and productivity of their farms.

Recommendations

This study recommends that extension services and agricultural information should be 

directed to the farmers in this area because of their education advantage. 
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