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Abstract

The study examined the welfare and cassava processors' willingness-to-engage modern 

technologies in cassava processing in Abia State. A multi stage and random sampling 

technique were used to select 144 cassava processors as the respondents for the study. Data for 

the study were collected through personal contacts with the processors using closed-ended 

structured questionnaire. Data collected were analysed using chart, mean, Ordinary Least 

Squares regression and probit model analysis. The results of the study showed that garri 

(100%), akpu/fufu (90%) and abacha (59%) are most cassava derivatives produced by the 

processors in the study area. Some of the traditional technologies use in cassava processing in 

the area include: the use of kitchen knife (3.64±0.68), using local bowl for washing 

(3.63±0.51), cassava tubers fermentation in bowls (3.53±0.53) and the use of firewood as 

major source of energy (3.80±0.48). Some of the modern technologies in use for cassava 

processing in the area include: the use of motorized grater (3.88±0.47), pressure jack for 

dewatering (3.92±0.48), and parallel board for pressing and dewatering (3.85±0.44). Sex, 

age, education, household size, income and access to credit were significant factors 

influencing cassava processors' welfare status in the area. On the other hand, age, education, 

household size, income and access to credit are the significant factors influencing the 

processors' willingness-to-engage modern cassava processing technologies. Based on the 

findings, the study recommended extension of financial assistance to cassava processors in 

the form of grants and loan in order to enable them engage modern cassava processing 

technologies for improved production, income and consequently better welfare. 
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Introduction

Cassava (Manihot esculenta) is a starchy root crop that belongs to the family 

euphorbiaceae and grown widely in West Africa. Nigeria is currently the largest producer of 

cassava in the world with an annual output of 54 million tonnes of tuberous roots (FAO, 2013). 

Cassava is virtually grown in all parts of Nigeria accounting for over 70% of the total 

production of tuber crops in Africa. It occupies a prominent position in foreign exchange 

earnings following presidential cassava initiative of the federal government of Nigeria which 

further brought cassava and its derivatives to national limelight. Hence, Nigeria is recognized 

as one of the leading producers of cassava in the world. Cassava contributes significantly to 

the nutrition and livelihood of about 800 million people and thousands of processors and 

traders around the world, and forms a base for a wide variety of fermented foods (Udoro et al., 

2008). It is a basic raw material for many small-scale businesses such as cassava flour mills, 

bakeries, fast food firms, restaurants, starch, garri processing firms and production of 

livestock feeds. Economically, cassava is a significant crop providing employment 

opportunities and income generating activities to its producers, processors and marketers of 

its derivatives.

The economic importance of cassava in Nigeria is self-evident. This is reflected in its 

function as one of the indispensable crops for the national economy and major source of 

livelihood of the people. Akerele et al. (2019) stated that cassava production is economically 

viable farm enterprise among farming households. In 2014, the value of the cassava industry 

in Nigeria was 18 billion US dollars, and the export volume of cassava was 1.3 billion US 

dollars. For instance, the demand for high quality cassava flour in the Nigerian local markets 

has reached nearly 100 million US dollars. The demand for cassava and its derivatives are also 

rapidly increasing internationally (Henan Jinrui Food Engineering, 2019). Therefore, in the 

face of the rising domestic and foreign demand for cassava derivatives, Nigeria needs to take 

advantage of the favourable market forces to vigorously develop cassava processing industry 

to produce products with better competitive advantage in the local and international markets. 

Cassava tuber is the most perishable of the roots and tuber crops and can deteriorate 

within two or three days after harvest. More so, cassava contains a poisonous substance called 

cyanogenic glucoside which requires careful processing to make its food derivatives edible. 

Since cassava tubers are highly perishable, immediate processing into various products such 

as starch, flour, garri, akpu/fufu and chips is very crucial to avoid deterioration and food waste 
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associated with agricultural production of developing countries. Kotze (2003) noted that food 

losses and crisis is a situation that is further worsened by inadequate processing facilities. 

Poor processing is a major cause of post-harvest losses in the world and the situation is worst 

in developing countries, Nigeria in particular. Cassava processing through traditional method 

is labour intensive, often characterized by low quality, low output per unit of time and full of 

drudgery. Emphasis is therefore required on appropriate technology to reduce wastage and 

increase food availability through improved use of processing technologies.

Southeast Nigeria, Abia State inclusive is one of the major cassava producing zones in 

the country. In Abia State, there is wide spread of cassava processing activities to varieties of 

end products such as garri, akpu, abacha, pellets and starch among others using both local and 

modern technologies. The choice of processing technologies among the processors is 

believed to be influenced by their level of welfare and interplay of other socio-economic 

attributes of the processors. This research interest undoubtedly has not received the deserved 

attention based on the dearth of empirical evidence. There is therefore the need to initiate 

studies to probe into the factors that influence the welfare of the processors and determinants 

of their willingness-to-engage modern cassava processing technologies that could possibly 

improve their production capacity and quality of their products. It was based on this 

background that this study was carried out to examine welfare and cassava processors' 

willingness-to-engage modern technologies in cassava processing, using Abia State as case 

study. The study specifically examined major cassava derivatives produced by the processors, 

various traditional and modern processing technologies utilized by the processors, factors 

influencing processors' welfare and willingness-to-engage modern processing technologies 

in the area.

Methodology 

The Study Area 

The study area is Abia State in southeast Nigeria. Abia State is located within the 
O 1 O tropical rainforest zone and lies between longitudes 7  10  and 8 East of the Greenwich 

O 1 0 1meridian and latitudes 4  40  and 6  14  North of the equator. Abia State is made up of 17 Local 

Government Areas (LGAs) broadly divided into three agricultural zones (Aba, Ohafia and 

Umuahia). The state occupies land area of about 5,243.775sq.km (National Bureau of 

Statistics, 2005) with population of 3,256,642 people (National Bureau of Statistics, 2012). 

Agricultural production, processing and marketing constitute major occupations of the people 

of Abia State, providing income and employment for more than 65% of the population. Major 

food crops produce in the state include cassava, yam, maize, cocoyam and different types of 
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fruits and vegetables while the major cash crops are cocoa, cashew, mango, citrus and oil palm 

among others. 

Sampling Techniques

A multi stage and random sampling technique were used for selecting 144 cassava 

processors across the three agricultural zones (Aba, Ohafia and Umuahia) due to large chunk 

of cassava production and processing activities across the state. At the first stage, two local 

government areas (LGAs) were randomly sampled from each of the three agricultural zones 

making six LGAs for the study. Hence, Ukwa East and Ugwunagbo LGAs were sampled from 

Aba zone, Isuikwuato and Umuneochi LGAs were selected from Ohafia zone while Umuahia 

South and Ikwuano LGAs were sampled from Umuahia zone. At the second stage, random 

sampling was used to select two communities from each of the six LGAs making 12 

communities for the study. The third stage of the sampling involved random selection of 12 

cassava processors from each of the 12 selected communities making a total of 144 cassava 

processors (respondents) that constituted the sample for the study. With the assistance of 

agricultural extension agents and key informants in the selected communities, the lists 

(sampling frame) of the cassava processors were compiled from which the sample was drawn.   

Method of Data Collection 

Data for this study were obtained from primary source through the use of structured 

questionnaire. The questionnaire was structured to collect data on socio-economic 

characteristics of the processors, major cassava derivatives, local and modern technologies 

use in cassava processing and total amount of money spend on food and non-food items by the 

processors. Data collected were analysed using descriptive statistics such as chart, mean, and 

inferential statistics such as Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression analysis and probit 

model analysis.   

Methods of Data Analysis 

Descriptive statistics (Mean)

Mean was used to establish the extent of utilization of local and modern cassava 

processing technologies by processors. The values attached to the response options of the 4-

point rating scale in the questionnaire were: Highly Utilized (HU) = 4; Moderately Utilized 

(MU) = 3; Less Utilized (LU) = 2 and Not Utilized (SD) = 1. Hence, on 4-point rating scale, 

any item with mean value within the range of 3.50 - 4.00 was interpreted as “Highly Utilized”, 

items with mean values within the range of 2.50 - 3.49 were interpreted as “Moderately 

Utilized”, items with mean values within the range of 1.50 - 2.49 were interpreted as “Less 

Utilized” while those with mean values within range of 1.00 - 1.49 were interpreted as “Not 
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Utilized”. 

Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) Regression Model

 To estimate factors influencing welfare status of cassava processors in the area, 

welfare function using Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression was used as applied by 

Ukoha, Mejeha and Nte (2007) and Ademiluyi (2014) which was specified as:

W = f (X X , X , X , X , e) ……………………………….……......………………..... (1)1, 2 3 4 5

Where:

W = Welfare Status (proxy by household's expenditure on food and non-food items in ₦).

X  = Sex (1 = if male, 0 = if female) 1

X  = Age (in years)2

X = Educational level (No. of years spent in school) 3 

X = Processing experience (No. of years spent in processing)4 

X = Household size (number of persons)5 

X  = Estimated Income of the processors (amount in N)6

X  = Membership of associations (1 = 1f a member, 0 = if otherwise)7

X = Access to credit (in naira)8 

Binary Probit Model 

The probit analysis was used to estimate the factors influencing processors 

willingness to engage modern technologies in cassava processing. The willingness of cassava 

processors to engage in modern processing technologies was obtained from a dichotomous 

(discrete) choice question with Yes = (1) if willing to engage modern processing technology 

or No = (0) if not willing to engage in modern processing technologies. The implicit form of 

the model is specified as follows: 

Where:   

Y = Processors willingness to engage modern technologies (1 = if willing, 0 = if otherwise).

X  = Sex (1 = if male, 0 = if female) 1

X  = Age (in years)2

X = Educational level (No. of years spent in school) 3 

X = Processing experience (No. of years spent in processing)4 

X = Household size (number of persons)5 

X  = Estimated Income of the processors (amount in N)6

X  = Extension visits (Number of visits)7

X = Membership of associations (1 = 1f a member, 0 = if otherwise) 8 
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Results And Discussion

 

 

 

Major Cassava Derivatives by Processors in the Study Area.

 
Figure 1: Percentage Distribution Major Cassava Derivatives by the Processors  

Source: Field Survey, 2021, (multiple responses)

 

Cassava derivatives such as garri, akpu, fufu, abacha, pellets, starch, elubo (alibo) 

among others are common food items for both the rich and poor across rural and urban areas in 

Nigeria. Figure 1 depicts percentage distribution of major derivatives from cassava 

processors in Abia State. From the figure, garri (100%) is the most cassava derivative 

processed by the cassava processors. About 90% of the processors produced akpu/fufu, 59% 

produced abacha, 25.7% produced pellets while only 22.9% of the processors produced 

starch. Garri and akpu/fufu are common staple across Nigeria though mostly produced in the 

southern part of the country. Abacha is a common delicacy among the Igbos in southeast 

Nigeria.  This result corroborate with Kaine (2018) who reported that garri, akpu/fufu, 

abacha and pellets are the processed cassava products in Nigeria. Enete, et al. (2013) in a 

study identified garri, akpu (fufu), alibo (from pellets) and abacha as major cassava 

derivatives in southeast Nigeria.  

X = Access to credit (in naira)9 

The explicit form of the model is specified as:

Pr (Y = 1/x) = B  + B X  + B X  + B X  + B X  …….. + e  ………………………… (3)0 1 1 2 2 3 3 4 4

Where: Y = Dichotomous probability (1 if willing, 0 if otherwise)

B  = Intercept0

B  – B  = Coefficient of independent Variables1 9

X –X  = Determinants of processors willingness to engage in modern processing technology 1 9

e = Stochastic error term.
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Cassava Processing Technologies Utilized by Processors

Cassava tubers are highly perishable farm produce; hence, deterioration of the tubers 

begins two or three days after harvest. This necessitates immediate transformation of the 

tubers through traditional/local or modern processing technologies to improve shelf life of the 

derivatives/products. The result in Table 1 presents mean ratings of the processors on the 

extent of utilization of local technologies in cassava processing in Abia State. The use of 

kitchen knife for peeling cassava tubers (3.64±0.68), using local bowl for washing 

(3.63±0.51), cassava tubers fermentation in bowls (3.53±0.53), the use of iron pan for frying 

(3.74±0.43), the use of firewood as major source of energy (3.80±0.48), and sun-drying 

products on platforms in open space (3.52±0.51) all have their mean values within range of 

3.50 – 4.00 indicating that identified local technologies are Highly Utilized in cassava 

processing in the study area.

Table 1: Mean ratings of processors on the extent of utilization of local/traditional 

technologies in cassava processing in the study area   (n = 144) 

 

SN 

 

Local cassava processing technologies  

 

  X 

1 The use of kitchen knife for peeling cassava tubers   3.64(0.68)*** 

2 Using local bowl for washing 3.63(0.51)*** 

3 The use of hand graters 1.20(0.77)  

4 Using cutlass or knife for chopping cassava tubers 3.47(0.53)** 

5 Use of heavy stones for dewatering  2.04(0.69)* 

6 Cassava tubers fermentation in bowls  3.53(0.53)*** 

7 Cassava tubers fermentation in rivers/ponds 1.32(0.80)  

8 The use of local sieving equipment   2.81(0.50)** 

9 The use of iron pan for frying  3.74(0.43)*** 

10 The use of firewood as major source of energy 3.80(0.48)*** 

11 Sun-drying products on platforms in open  space  3.52(0.51)*** 

 

Note: X = Mean; figures in parentheses are standard deviation; (***) = Highly Utilized;  

          (**) = Moderately Utilized; (*) = Less Utilized; ( ) = Not Utilized.  

Source: Field Survey, 2021.  

The use of cutlass or knife for chopping cassava tubers (3.47±0.53) and the use of local 

sieving equipment (2.81±0.50) have their mean values within the range of 2.50 – 3.49 

indicating that the two local technologies are Moderately Utilized in processing cassava by 
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the processors. Inyada (2014) reported that common traditional methods of cassava 

processing include the use of kitchen knife for peeling cassava, using bowls for washing, 

cutlass for chopping cassava tubers and use of local jute bag for bagging products. The use of 

heavy stones for dewatering (2.04±0.69) with mean value within the range of 1.50 – 2.49 

implied that the local technology was Less Utilized among the processors while the use of 

hand graters (1.20±0.77) and fermentation of cassava tubers in rivers/ponds (1.32±0.80) 

having mean values within the range of 1.00 – 1.49 are Not Utilized in the production of 

cassava derivatives in the study area.   

Table 2: Mean ratings of the processors on the extent of utilization of  
modern technologies in cassava processing in the study area  (n = 144) 
SN Modern cassava processing technologies    X 

1 The use of abrasive peelers 2.23(0.67)* 

2 Mechanical methods of peeling cassava tubers 2.10(0.69)* 

3 Modern aluminum tank for washing cassava  2.35(0.52)* 

4 Motorized grater for grating cassava peeled tubers  3.88(0.47)*** 

5 The use of mechanical pulverizer for chopping cassava tubers   2.47(0.68)* 

6 The use of batch fermentation in tanks 2.20(0.71)* 

7 The use of pressure jack for dewatering  3.92(0.48)*** 

8 Parallel board for pressing and dewatering  3.85(0.44)*** 

9 Vibrating sieve machine to sieve garri   2.34(0.52)* 

10 The use of drain drier for drying cassava products  1.37(0.89) 

11 The use of solar drier for drying products 1.20(0.79) 

12 The use of kilm drier for drying products 1.09(0.89) 

13 Modern machines for akpu/fufu processing 1.36(0.80) 

Note: X = Mean; figures in parentheses are standard deviation; (***) = Highly Utilized;  

          (**) = Moderately Utilized; (*) = Less Utilized; ( ) = Not Utilized.  

Source: Field Survey, 2021. 
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Modern cassava processing involves the use of contemporary technologies and 

machines across different stages of the processing. The result in Table 2 presents mean ratings 

of the processors on the extent of utilization of modern technologies in cassava processing. 

The use of motorized grater for grating cassava peeled tubers (3.88±0.47), the use of pressure 

jack for dewatering (3.92±0.48), and parallel board for pressing and dewatering (3.85±0.44) 

all have their mean values within range of 3.50 – 4.00 which indicates that identified modern 

technologies are Highly Utilized among cassava processors in producing the derivatives in 

the study area. The use of abrasive peelers (2.23±0.67), mechanical methods of peeling 

cassava tubers (2.10±0.69), modern aluminum tank for washing cassava (2.35±0.52), the use 

of mechanical pulverizer for chopping cassava tubers (2.47±0.68), the use of batch 

fermentation in tanks (2.20±0.71) and vibrating sieve machine to sieve garri (2.34±0.52) 

have their mean values within the range of 1.50 – 2.49 which implied that the modern 

technologies were Less Utilized among the processors. Awoyemi et al., (2020) reported that 

local technologies used by cassava processors include cassava peeler, mechanical sieve, 

sifting machine, pressing, grating, dewatering and milling machine.

The use of drain drier for drying cassava products (1.37±0.89), the use of solar drier 

for drying products (1.20±0.79), the use of kilm drier for drying products (1.09±0.89) and 

modern machines for akpu/fufu processing (1.36±0.80) having very low mean values that 

ranged within 1.00 – 1.49 on 4-point rating scale indicates that the modern technologies are 

Not Utilized by the processors in producing cassava derivatives in the area.

Factors Influencing Welfare Status of the Cassava Processors

 Welfare status depicts households' standard of living and level of utility using their 

consumption expenditure on food, non-food items, health, and education among others as 

proxy. Hence, understanding the various determining factors of household' welfare status will 

help a great deal in making adequate policies towards sustainable development and 

improvement of the socio-economic wellbeing of people and households at the bottom of the 

ladder. Table 3 presents the results of the regression analysis on socioeconomic factors 

influencing the welfare status of cassava processors in the study area. Four functional forms 

(linear, semi-log, double-log and exponential) were tried, the exponential functional form had 
2

the best fit, based on the values of R  (0.8532), number and levels of significance of 
2

explanatory variables and their signs. The R  value of 0.8532 indicated that the significant 
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variables in the model are responsible for about 85% variation in the welfare status 

(expenditure on food and non-food items) of cassava processors. The F-value of (94.30) and 

Prob>F value of 0.0000 indicate that the overall equation was highly significant at (p<0.01) 1 

percent. Out of the eight explanatory variables specified in the model, six were statistically 

significant which include: sex, age, education, household size, income and access to credit.

The coefficient of sex (1 if male, 0 if female) was highly significant (1%) and 

positively related with welfare status of the cassava processors. This indicates that being a 

male processor increase the likelihood of better welfare status than the female counterparts. 

The coefficient of age of the processors was significant at 10% and positively related with 

welfare status of the processors. The positive and significant relationship between age and 

welfare of the processors implies that increase in age of the processors result in increase in 

their welfare status. Hence, increase in the age of the processors may translate into increase in 

their years of experience in the cassava processing venture and consequently increase income 

which will boost their status, all things being equal. This agrees with the findings of Ajewole, 

et al. (2016) reported that experience is a function of age hence, an increase in age of farmers 

may suggests increase in their years of farming experience for improved productivity and thus 

welfare. Similarly, Ademiluyi (2014) in a study established significant and positive 

relationship between age of farmers their welfare in Plateau State. 

Education is highly significant at 1% and positively related to welfare status of the 

cassava processors. This shows that increase in education of the processors result in increase 

in their welfare status. This is expected as educated processors are likely to be more 

productive in the processing enterprise to earn higher welfare status than the illiterate ones. 

Adeyemi, et al. (2018) found that higher educational qualification of farmers has positive 

effect on farmers' access to information on technology adoption that will among other factors 

result in improved welfare. Balogun, et al. (2021) in a study reported negative and significant 

relationship between increase in education and probability of being poor, which in other way 

indicates that as level of education increases, the tendency to be poor decreases. The 

coefficient of household size was significant at 5% but negatively related with welfare status 

of the cassava processors. This indicates that as household's size of the processors increase in 

number of persons, their welfare status in terms of expenditure on food and other items 

reduces. This is not expected as expenditure on food and other non food items in a household 
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is expected to increase as household size increases. Although, increase in household size may 

not really indicates higher expenditure in a poor household. Ajewole, et al., 2016) observed 

that an increase in household size increases the probability of low welfare status and being 

poor in southwestern Nigeria. Ademiluyi (2014) also found that household size have negative 

significant effect on welfare of farmers.

The coefficient of income was highly significant at 1% and positively related with 

welfare status of the cassava processors. This conforms with a priori expectation as increase 

in income of the processors will enhance their purchasing power and consequently increase 

their welfare. Enimu (2018) investigated economic analysis of poverty status of small-scale 

farmers in Bayelsa State and found that farm/herd size and household income positively 

influenced welfare. Alemu, et al. (2009) also reported positive relationship between income  

and the probability of being non-poor. The coefficient of access to credit was significant at 5% 

and also positively related with welfare status of the cassava processors. The positive and 

significant relationship indicates that increase in access to credit will boost productivity and 

income of the processors for higher welfare status. The findings corroborated that of Idam 

(2017) that access to credit positively influenced farmers' welfare status. 

Factors Influencing Processors' Willingness-to-Engage Modern Technologies 

The willingness of processors to engage or not engage in the use of modern 

technologies in cassava processing is hypothesized to be influenced by some sets of 

socioeconomic attributes of the processors. Probit model was employed in Table 4 to estimate 

the determinants of processors willingness to engage in modern cassava processing 

technologies in the study area. The explanatory power of the specified variables as indicated 

by the pseudo R2 value of 0.7439 was relatively high and good. This showed that the 

hypothesized independent variables are responsible for about 74.4% variation in the 

processors' willingness-to-engage in modern cassava processing technologies. The overall 

goodness of fit as reflected by Prob>Chi2 (0.000) was also good. In terms of consistency with 

a priori expectations on the relationship between the dependent variable (willingness-to-

engage) and the explanatory variables, the model had behaved well. Out of the nine 

explanatory variables specified in the model, five (age, education, household size, income and 

access to credit) were statistically significant.
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Age of the processors was significant at 1% and negatively influences their 

willingness-to-engage in modern cassava processing technologies. This indicates that young 

processors are more likely to adopt modern technologies in processing than their older 

counterparts. Kinyangi (2014) reported that age of farmers had positive and significant 

influence on the adoption of technology. Educational level of the processors was significant at 

1% and positively influences their willingness-to-engage in modern cassava processing 

technologies. This is expected as educated processors are more likely to adopt modern 

technologies in processing than uneducated ones. Amusa, et al., (2017) found out that 

processor's level of education positively and significantly influence adoption of mechanized 

oil palm processing in Abia State.
 

Table 4: Probit Model Estimates of Factors Influencing Processors Willingness-to-

Engage in Modern Cassava Processing Technologies.  

Variables Coefficient Std. Error z – Statistics 

CONSTANT 0.0925403 0.0188776 4.90*** 

Sex 0.0552091 0.2195158 0.25 

Age  -0.9983180 0.2229080 -4.48*** 

Education 0.4297969 0.1412307 3.04*** 

Experience  -0.0072929 0.0308304 -0.24 

Household Size 0.0465183 0.0213724 2.18** 

Income 2.3032986 0.6580632 3.50*** 

Extension Visits -0.2151119 0.1438473 -1.50 

Membership of cooperative  -0.2645328 0.2350665 -1.13 

Access to credit  1.5307448 0.6106346 2.51** 

Number of Observations 144   

LR chi2  127.96   

Prob> chi2  0.000   

Pseudo R2  0.7439   

Note:  *** denotes sig. at 1%, ** denotes sig. at 5%; * denotes sig. at 10%. 

Source: Field Survey, 2021. 
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Household size of the processors was significant at 5% and positively influences their 

willingness to engage in modern cassava processing technologies. The positive and 

significant relationship indicates that processors with large households are more likely to 

engage in modern technology in cassava processing. The availability of labour in large farm 

households with more number of adults could be responsible for this relationship. For 

instance, Ojo, Baiyegunhi, Adetoso and Ogundeji (2021) found that labour availability 

significantly influenced the rice productivity and adoption of soil and water conservation 

technology. Though, the result of this study contradicted that of Onoh and Peter-Onoh (2012) 

who found that farmer's household size negatively and significantly influence adoption of 

technology. 

Income of the processors was significant at 1% and positively influences their 

willingness-to-engage in modern cassava processing technologies. This conforms with a 

priori expectation as income is a strong factor in technology adoption in both farm and non-

farm enterprises. Agabi (2012) found that as farmers' income increases, there is more 

likelihood for engagement of more technologies in the farming enterprise. The coefficient of 

cassava processors' access to credit was significant at 5% and positively influences their 

willingness-to-engage in modern cassava processing technologies. This conforms with a 

priori expectation as access to credit increases the financial capacity of the processors to 

expand their enterprise through engagement of more technologies. Kinyangi (2014) affirmed 

that capital and credit facilities had positive and significant relationship on farmers' adoption 

of agricultural technology at varying degrees.

Conclusion 

Welfare and processors' willingness to engage modern technologies in cassava 

processing in Abia State were estimated. The study found that garri akpu/fufu, abacha, pellets 

and starch are the major cassava derivatives in the area. The use of modern technologies in 

cassava processing is still relatively low among the processors. Determinants of welfare status 

of the cassava processors are: sex, age, education, household size, income and access to credit 

while the determinants of their willingness-to-engage in modern technologies include: age, 

education, household size, income and access to credit. Hence, the study recommended 

extension of financial assistance to cassava processors in the form of grants and loan in order 

to enable them engage modern cassava processing technologies for improved production, 

income and consequently better welfare. 
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