
104 

PERCEIVED EFFECT OF SELECTED COMMUNITY-BASED 

ORGANIZATIONS ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT  IN ABIA STATE, NIGERIA.

Mbah, G. O. and Njoku, J.I.K.

Department of Rural Sociology and Extension

Michael Okpara University of Agriculture, Umudike.

08057204666   Gracembah34@gmail.com

Abstract

This paper assessed Perceived Effect of Selected Community-Based Organizations on 

Rural Development in Abia State, Nigeria. Purposive and multi-stage sampling techniques 

were adopted in the selection of 120 rural households. Data were collected using structured 

questionnaire and analyzed using both descriptive and inferential statistics (PPMCC 

analysis)The result showed that building of schools (X=3.45), building of shopping plaza, 

(X=3.61), and construction of health care center(X=3.43), among others were the projects 

taking up by CBOs.  The result further showed that provision of basic infrastructure 

(X=4.73), increased income (X=3.39) educational opportunities (X=4.15) with a grand 

mean of 3.65 were the effects perceived by the respondents. CBOs encountered such 

problems like inadequate fund (92.5%), bad leadership (88.3%) and leadership tussle 

(83.3%). The result of PPMCC showed a significant relationship between rural 

development and CBOs at P<0.05. The CBOs projects were perceived to have impacted 

significantly on the livelihood of rural households in the study area. The study 

recommended that there is need to encourage the formation of cooperative societies which 

are a catalyst for social capital formation to aid CBOs in developing human resources and 

overcome economic recession and poverty. 
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Introduction

Community based organizations are formal voluntary social groups that are found in 

communities which differ in size, objective and degree of interaction among members. 

They are associated with self-help projects (Ogundipe, 2003). There are many CBOs in 

AbiaState, they are based on age grades, youths and church. Some of them are:Okezie, 

Union, Akajiaku, Asomba, Ifemba, Udomba and Presbyterian church. They have been 

deeply involved in activities that have impacted on the livelihood of rural people.  In these 
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Communities therefore seek solace in community-based organizations which pressurize 

government for attention to development problems in their communities and/or undertake 

development programs and projects that they observe that are very much needed in their 

immediate communities. It is the gap arising from poor performance of Government and 

other institutional organizations that led to the formation of community based organization 

as means of improving the socio economic status of their communities. Thus, their impacts 

have been felt in the areas of agricultural development, economic development, policy 

matters, health, education, infrastructure, environmental and physical development among 

others ((Wahab, 2000). 

organizations, members have the ability to influence ideas and actions of others with the 

purpose to plan, implement and monitor social and economic development programs and 

provide technical and financial helps to the communities (Business guide 2005).

Despite these accomplishments, many Community-based organizations have risen and 

fallen like old empires, while some have had no significant impact since their establishment 

due to poor funding. This is so because Community-based organizations in African 

communities are micro system within the macro environment that is afflicted by economic 

regression, low standard of living and poverty. There is need to sustain economic 

development in rural communities. This will help most of the world's poor population who 

now live in middle-income countries, where the poor population is struggling not because 

there is not enough in their economies but because wealth and resources are in the hands of 

the rich (Shaheen, 2014).

Community-based organizations constitute the media for resource mobilization to confront 

local challenges. These include the and execution of projects, lobbying and nomination of 

representative to government offices finance to air their views and press their needs in 

developing human resources against future developmental needs of immediate 

communities. Furthermore, in a measure, community-based organizations also participate 

in dealing with issues of environmental management and sanitation by embarking on mini 

projects like construction of drainage channels and sewage facilities (Haider, 2008; 

Emmanuel et al., 2010).

In view of this, the study therefore is designed to appraise the perceived effect of 

community based organization in the development of rural communities in Abia State. 

Specifically, this studyascertained the community development projects carried out by 

community based organizations;determined the perceived effect of community-based 
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 Methodology

The study was carried out in Abia State. Abia state is one of the thirty-six states of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria. The state is located in the South East agro-ecological zones of 
o o o 1 o 1Nigeria. Abia State lies between longitudes 7 00E and 8 00E and latitude 4 45 N and 6 17 N 

of the equator. The climate is tropical and humid all the year round. The rainy season ranges 

from March to October. The dry season occurs from November to February. The mean 

annual rainfall ranges from 2000mm to 2500mm with the southern areas receiving more 

than the northern areas. The temperature ranges between 22℃ minimum to 31℃ 

(maximum). The vegetation is predominantly lowland rainforest. The major crops grown 

are arable crops (e.g cassava, yam etc). Others include banana, plantain, maize, vegetables 

etc. Major cash crops grown in the state include oil palm, kolanut, cocoa, rubber and 

cashew. Other farming activities include sheep and goat rearing, poultry and rabbit keeping 

and off-farm activities especially processing and utilization (FOS, 1999)

The population of the state was estimated at about 2.8 million in 1991 (NPC, 2006). The 
2population density is about 364 persons/km  with 63% in agricultural production. The 

average household size is about six persons per family (FOS, 1999). Abia State comprises 

of 17 Local Government Areas (L.G.A's) and divided into three agricultural zones namely, 

Aba, Ohafia and Umuahia.

organization projects on the lives of rural households and identified the problems 

encountered by the community-based organizationsin the study area.

Purposive and multi-stage sampling techniques were adopted in selecting total of (120) 

rural households. First, all the 17 LGA's were listed to form a separate sampling frame from 

the three zones. Two Local Government Areas were purposively selected from each of the 

three agricultural zones because of the intensity of CBO activities in those places making it 

a total of 6 LGA's. The local governments were Aba North, Aba South, Ohafia, Bende, 

Umuahia-South, Ikwuano. Secondly, from each of the 6 LGA's, 2 communities were 

purposively selected. The essence of the purposive selection was to ensure that all those 

communities where community based organizations' activities are strong were 

selected.Thirdly, two villages were randomly selected from each of the twelve 

communities and finally five rural households were randomly selected for the study making 

it a total of 120 respondents.Data were collected using structured questionnaire /interview 

schedule and analyzed using both descriptive and inferential statistics. Objectives 1, 2 and 3 

were analyzed withdescriptive statistics such as percentages, frequency distribution and 
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mean while; hypothesis was realized using inferential statistics such as Pearson's Product 

Moment Correlation analysis with a further t-test of significance.

The PPMCC model for realizing the hypothesis was specified as;

Selected community development projects carried out by Community-based 

Organizations

t = t-test of significance

n = sample size

Table1shows the selected community development projects carried out by the community-

based organizations in the study area. The result showed that the following projects: 

building of schools with a mean of(X=3.45), building of market square/shopping plaza 

(X=3.61),  construction of maternity/health care centre (X=3.43), construction of pipe 

borne water (X=3.39), construction of roads (X=3.47),  electricity (X=3.4), construction of 

drainage system (X=3.29), scholarship for youths (X=3.15), building and equipment of 

libraries (X=3.42), construction of bridges (X=3.2)  and employment of youths (X=3.23) 

with a grand mean of 3.37 were the selected community- based development projects 

which the community-based organizations were carrying out to facilitate development of 

their rural communities in the study area. The result implies that the CBOs are actively 

Where, 

where,

n = sample size 

Y = rural development programmes of CBOs (mean)

X = rural development (mean)

r = correlation coefficient

Results and Discussion

r = correlation n coefficient

T- test of significance on the correlation coefficient was equally carried out with model 

given as;�
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involved in community development projects hence enhancing the rural community 

developmentin the study area. This finding agrees with the work of Onyeozu (2010) on 

influence of community-based organizations on poverty alleviation where the respondents 

agreed that CBOs in their area provide furniture and equipment to schools. The respondents 

also agreed that community based organizations in their area embarked on building market 

and market stalls which has helped inhabitants to keep their wares and reduce damage from 

flood and other weather conditions that hitherto affect them adversely. He also referred to 

these efforts as Social development efforts which he explained to be the individual 

contributions in any form for collective output of services from which they will in turn 

receive services that enrich them materially. 

� Table 1:  Selected Community Devel opment Projects Carried Out by Community-Based 

Organization

SN CBOs Projects SA A D SD                Total          Mean

1 Building of market 

squares/shopping plaza

79(316) 36(108) 4(8) 1(1)               433                

3.61

2 Construction of bridges 56(224) 37(111) 22(44)      5(5)                384               3.2

3

 

Building and equipment of 

libraries

 

65(260)

 

44(123)

 

13(26)

 

1(1)                410               

3.42                                                  

4

 

Building of schools

 

64(256)

 

47(141)

 

8(18)

 

1(1)                414              3.45

 

5

 

Employment of youths in 

work

 

52(208)

 

48(144)

 

16(32)

 

4(4)                388              3.23

 

6

 

Construction of maternity/ 

health care centres

 

63(252)

 

49(147)

 

5(10)

 

3(3)               412               3.43

 

7

 

Scholarships for youth

 

50(200)

 

43(129)

 

22(44)

 

5(5)                378              3.15

 

8

 

Construction of pipe borne 

water

 

63(252)

 

43(129)

 

12(24)

 

2(2)                 407             3.39

 

9

 

Construction of drainage 

system

 

55(220)

 

46(138)

 

18(36)

 

1(1)                395              3.29

 

10

 

Electricity

 

61(244)

 

51(153)

 

3(6)

 

5(5)                

 

408              3.4

 

11

 

Construction of roads

 

75(300)

 

31(93)

 

9(18)

 

5(5)               416               3.47

 

 

Grand mean

 

 

Total                                                     

Bench mark mean

 

                                                

3.37

 

                                           

37.04

 

 

 
2.5

 

Source: field survey, 2018 .             
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This finding agrees with the work of Arshad and Ali in Benefit of Community-Based 

Organizations for Community Development (2015) which stated that the community 

based organizations through the provision of basic infrastructures has improved the living 

standard of the people and members of the community have been able to acquire skills 

through so many jobs like tailoring, carpentry, computer training, vocational training to 

women and girls, wielding etc. Through provision of educational opportunities boys and 

girls can be trained in primary schools and secondary schools to improve their knowledge 

and prepare them for the future. 

Perceived effect of Community-Based Organizations development programmes on the 

lives of the rural households

Table 2 shows the perceived effect of CBOs projects on the lives of the people. A bench 

mark mean of (X=3.0) was used to determine the effect of these projects on improving the 

lives of people.  The result showed that CBOs projects were perceived to have impacted 

significantly and positively in the lives of the rural households in the study area with the 

grand mean 3.65 except in employment creation (X=2.53). The following effects were 

perceived by the respondents: provision of basic infrastructure (X=4.73), increased 

income (X=3.39) improved standard of living (X= 3.60), Access to credit facilities 

(X=3.03), Provision of useful information (X=3.59), educational opportunities (X=4.15), 

skill acquisition (X=4.18) and employment creation  (X=2.53). The implication of this 

result is that the community-based organizations through the provision of basic 

infrastructures, enhanced provision of training for acquisition of skills and also 

educational opportunities which has made improved well being of the rural people  

possible to some extent in the communities.

Table 2: Perceived Effect of Community -Based Or ganizations development 
 

programmes on the lives of the rural households 

Effect                                                   Sum                       STD                   Mean  

Provision of basic infrastructure            567                     0.51795          4.73  
Increased income                                    407                     1.44534           3.39  
Improved standard of living                  423                     1.25959           3.60  
Employment creation                            303                     1.61902            2.53  
Access to credit facilities                       363                    1.51443             3.03

 
Provision of useful information             431                    1.19168             3.59

 Educational opportunities                      498   
                

1.06629            4.15
 Skill acquisition                                     501                     0.90435           4.18

 Grand mean                          

                                         

3.65

 Bench mark mean                                                                                 3.0

  Source:

 

Field Survey, 2018

 
N/B; STD:Standard Deviation

 

 

Perceived Effect Of Selected Community-based ... Mbah, et al



 110 

Table 3 shows the frequency distribution of problems encountered by the community-

based organizations in the study area. The most important problem was inadequate fund 

which had a percentage of 92.5%, bad leadership had a percentage of 88.3%, leadership 

tussle had a percentage of 83.3%, communal conflict had a percentage of 68.3%, lack of 

support from host community had a percentage of 62.5%, insecurity had a percentage of 

60.8%, project abandonment had a percentage of 51.7%, lack of coordination among 

members of CBOs had a percentage of 47.5% and external influence had a percentage of 

38.8%. The implication of the result is that the major problem encountered by the 

community-based organization is lack of fund to carry out their proposed projects.

Problems encountered by CBOs

Table 3: Frequency Di stribution of Respondents According to Problems Encountered by 

CBOs  

Problems                                                Frequency                 Percentage  
Inadequate fund                                          111    92.5

 
Leadership tussle        

                                
100                                   83.3

 
Project abandonment                                   62                                     51.7

 
Insecurity                                                     73     60.8

 
Communal

 
conflict                                      82                                     68.3

 
Lack of support from host community        75                                      62.5

 Lack of coordination among members        57                                 

     

47.5

 External influence         46     38.3

 Bad leadership                                             106     88.3

 Source: Field Survey, 2017

 Multiple responses recorded

 

 

 

The result in Table 4 shows the Pearson's Product Moment Correlation Coefficient of the 

relationship between community-based organizations programme and rural development 

in the study area. The result showed that there is a statistically significant relationship 

between rural development and community-based organization programmes at P<0.05 

and positively related. This result implies that as community-based organization 

programme increases, there is a corresponding increase in rural development. The 

Hypotheses testing
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hypothesis which stated that there is no relationship between CBOs programmes and rural 

development in the study area is hereby rejected.

Table 4: Bivariate PPMCC result of the relationship between CBOs  

programme and rural development in the study area. 

Variables r P-value 

Rural development 0.987 0.002 

CBO projects 0.987 0.002 

Correlation (2-tail) significant at P < 0.05 
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Conclusion and Recommendations

Arshad, A. and Ali K. (2015). Benefit of Community-Based organizations for Community 
Development, International Journal of Progressive Sciences and Technologies 
(UPSAT), Vol 1 No. 2, December 2015. pp. 39-43.

Having completed this research on Perceived effect of selected community-based 

organizations on rural development in Abia State, the result showed that Community-

Based Organizations are putting in more effort to contribute meaningfully to rural 

development but they could make their effort and contributions yield more if the 

recommendations listed below are put into work. It is recommended that there is need to 

encourage the formation of cooperative societies/groups which is a catalyst for social 

capital formation to aid CBOs in developing human resources and overcome economic 

regression and poverty. The educated individuals should be involved in the community-

based organizations and they should be given greater roles in the activities of the 

organization so that the local resources can be easily and effectively managed.
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